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Abstract

Of all the methods of knowledge perception (pratyaksa) in by for the most important, for the obvious
reason that it in the most fundamental. It supplies the corner stone of philosophy of the world. In
Indian Philosophy almost every school has its own theory of Perception. The term ‘Pratyaksa’ is
both used for Pratyaksaprama (perceptual knowledge) and Pratyaksa Pramana (Perceptual
method). In this paper I explain the nature of Pratyaksa Pramana.

In Indian Philosophy knowledge is divided into Pratyaksa and Paroksa. The term pratyaksa
etymologically consists of the two elements prati which means to, before and aksa which means
sense-organ or aksi which means eye. So in common par lane it has come to mean present to or
before the eyes or any other sense-organs. For this, most of the Indian philosopher define
perceptual knowledge as which in generated from the contact between sense-organ and object. So
the sense-organ plays a key role in the context of perceptual knowledge or pratyaksa prama. The
nyaya philosopher considers sense-organs as the extra ordinary cause ( asadharana karana) of
perceptual knowledge. Technically they say ‘prama karanam pramanam’. In this paper I also
discuss how sense organ would be the karana of perceptual knowledge.
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