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Abstract

This article traces the literary and dramatic significance of playwright Mohit
Chattopadhyay in the context of the historical development of modern Bengali theater.
With reference to a number of his plays, the article aims to critically discuss the specific
features of his plays and how it was shaped by socio-economic conditions. Given the
realities of the established theatrical productions in Bengal, the plays by Mohit
Chattopadhyay become a potent site of contestation between traditional narratives,
aesthetic, and specific ideologies and agendas. There are very few parallel features that
survive in the context of postcolonial Indian theatre, whose defining characteristics
include a widespread interest in intercultural experimentation and political engagement.
This paper would present the argument about the interplay of diverse cultural and
political forces through a detailed analysis of the plays by Mohit Chattopadhyay,
performed by different group theater troupes. His plays grapple with ongoing political,
social, and philosophical issues and at the same time blend the contemporary with the
historic, the indigenous with the foreign. The objective is to trace back the growth of his
plays to the interaction of different cultures, narrative techniques and different
political imperatives that shaped the modem Bengali theatre, outlining the rough
contours of postcolonial India's socio-political history. Such a study will introduce to a
broader audience the leading attributes of Mohit Chattopadhyay, his influential role in
the resistance against traditional theater performances, and the considerable achievement
of his literary and dramatic techniques.
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