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Abstract

Sriharsha (flourished 12" century) Indian author and epic poet whose Naishadhacharita, or
is among the most popular mahakavyas in Sanskrit literature. Composed many works in the
field of Sanskrit literature. Sriharsha is the last writer of an artificial Great Epic and in
him we should expect the climax of artificiality. He was surpassed all his predecessors
by inventing an extremely artificial style, wonderfully polished, elaborately ornate and
inflated with all sorts of rhetorical tricks. He has taken the well-known story of Nala and
Damayanti from the Mahabharat for his subject. His obvious object was to surpass all
previous poets in description, alliteration, figures of speech and elegance of style. While
other poets used similes and metaphors, he deals exclusively in exaggerations and
hyperboles. While other poets restrict the flights of their imagination within the sphere of
possibility, he never puts any restraints on the freaks of his fancy. In spite of his elaborate
style and lavish use of ornaments, however, he was failed to produce a poem. He had no
depth of emotion, no poetic vision, no lofty ideal of character. His intellect was cool,
logical, and analytical.
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