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Abstract

Rivers are an inseparable entity of nature. They represent the mobility of life. A river
cannot be confined into a small area of land. Rather an area of land is often dominated by
various rivers. Geographically, the history of the transformation of land in Bengal is
completely ruled by rivers. Not only Bengal, but our whole country is also favoured by
innumerable rivers. Many rivers flow through West Bengal and Bangladesh and those very
rivers have made their room in Bengali Literature. In the era of early significant Bengali
novels the rivers seemed to be the leading factor, yet they cannot be called river-centric
novels. In this essay an effort has been made to highlight the variegated influence of rivers
on Bengali novels from the early stage. The role of rivers in the novels of PyariChand Mitra
(‘Alaler Gharer Dulal’), Bankimchandra, Kaliprasanna Singha, Mir Mosaraf Hossain,
Haraprasad Sastri, Rabindranath and Saratchandra has been discussed chronologically up
to 1935 since ‘Padmanadir Majhi’ (1936) is considered to be the first significant river-
centric Bengali novel. In all the novels of Bankimchandra except ‘Durgesnandini’ there are
references of rivers. In Tagore’s novels such as ‘Chokher Bali’, ‘Gora’, ‘Chaturanga’,
‘Noukadubi’ symbolic expression of rivers can be noted. In ‘Kanchanmala’ of Haraprasad
Sastri there is vivid description of the river Sarayu. In ‘Srikanta’ (Volume—1) Saratchandra
depicted the river Ganga with all its splendor of beauty.
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