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Abstract

Numerous terracotta temples are situated in different places of Bengal. In the undivided
region of Bengal the terracotta temple architecture is of its own class and full of verities. It
is historically and culturally significant. On the basis of history, archaeology and folklore
terracotta temple architecture of this region has plentiful significance and importance.
These temples were not only built by compete zeal of individuals artisans for performance
of religious duties but also a significant example of cultivation of art. This style of
architecture present gleams customs and culture of Bengal to us. Particularly terracotta
plaques fixed on temples comprise valuable elements for reconstructing the mythological
and socio-cultural heritage. The themes of the terracotta plaques are mainly based on the
stories of Ramayana, Mahabharata and myths. Incredible architectural and decorative
skills can be traced through the terracotta temples of Bengal. Architectural style and
designing style of the temples of this region reveal the profundity of the artisan. Moreover,
the temple architecture of Bengal reveals a rich heritage of Bengal architecture. At present
most of the temples’ condition are in worst situation. Some of the famous temples are being
conserved, but most of the temples are in a ruined state. In proper manner and in a
scientific way these temples must be conserved to retain the heritage of Bengal and today it
needs some in-depth research work for conserving the terracotta architecture? It is our duty
to preserve our cultural heritage and inform the people about the gist of the terracotta
temples. Many tourists, archeologists, researchers had visited to these nicely decorated
architectural terracotta temples. Since inception of the twenty century many national and
foreign scholars did research work on the terracotta temple architecture of Bengal. A lot of
articles, research papers, books and monographs have been published on this subject.
Mostly it has been studied description rather than analysis of the architecture of terracotta
temples. The present paper has assessed briefly the history of the study of terracotta temple
architecture of Bengal.
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e [RegT 7aAed ARl niF A QTSI o=+ @ &Aibars GACRHIo! WWa-giores|
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AACH Teady AER ANEE TNE ¢ [Ee AfEw e eFged ofiw ofFm I 9w
sffFaReToeicas el A av FEwA ofvsl [ @l gdimeR @ 5y S
Qe “ifRifce Tife TwE ) FwE @ @ ARRIET I89E @ Av8 I+ ez Erefa
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@fSZTCE ST TFHA 8 IHATIHS TN AR| 93 [ T &g +f@, “Ifet, -7 arefeces
fR%a ceTUTCEle RCACR| TR GACHIB! IA-Fey FiFo o ¢ agefer qETa GACHo!
T AE-ZIACSN TICICOHT (FCa IS OIS Ao FCACR| A6F [BICT (A1 T IR
GO AAT-ZI2Cer TCAT @Fg | ENFAfocg [ivadar QU ARSI 20| O
2 afegy TNY TR T e 20 AR 9B SE TMefT THEACTTT 8 T
SOICR 78 T ATR- I R/ T© (RCF T F41 Y32 A | 270G, 6 € (@I od (Fea
TR GACHB! N MF-greiorefer ofqmd Fac wimer, @ sy 1 e Afaa-grefepefe e
TCACR T IR A6, Aferfo, sid-smfes Agfos R «fiffe s wece i
ORIyl SR e Reiom [fey wwera Gaicaivm Fere Wufid ¢ afegieieTa teerers =%
3| AEE AT Il Siae e 3o W JFRET A T2 FC HCACR| ALHCES
CFCAS T GAICHIOT N aefera Sacary Qi AeacR| A Ko e Gt Mg a3
8% WA Heritage-7 TAMAGRICE I792@ F@ 7169 (F7 0T (O T0= IR 93 T
Wl 8 WegFefera o Ifa ofesr) wed e wifceeal gerz Fea I @enlet I oo afTafty
S Afa T4 7

L ETRA: I GO NAF-BIAe] 2T @I (TR-[REAR o5F, 2[Aregm, FACoAR
SICAGA FEC ©f T eFdgsd| azol [feq afedm, smazie 3 GAHn Mwa-gieres
fee fifer @1eces ael osife [Kfen ag, o43% ¢ +{f¥are e GACHO! IAa-gey 5oi7
G WLTCMCR YERA M| @ 798 RERefe] #Hcoa F9cT SN @w sivce i coxfy
TS A AAFA TN AR B FRO T | AT W GACHIB! I aa-Frerorafe
SR ATDI SFSRICTA AT For Pof 47 I I T HCACR| Q2T A R-FIorogefer giorepore
f¥iEy qeel Rsfe ¢ Riva (@ @y @CN ©f A 4@ 2PTfIe RCACR| OC TSN SICRE @
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“David’s indignation at the neglect of temples was as deep as his
despair at some of the drastic and test less attempts at their
presentation. Both David and | loved Bakreswar with its weird
proliferation of moldy crumbling temples around the holy hot
springs. | went there first in 1962. When | returned two years later, |
found all the temples had in the meantime been given a coating of
whitewash and painted pink. This, | was told, was preservation. |
reported this to David. He went promptly to check, come back,
drafted a sizzling letter of protest, went round on his bike calling on
‘eminent intellectuals’, and succeeded in persuading them to put

their signatures to the letter”| 8
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